
By George K. Muellner

Chairman’s Welcome

Welcome to the inaugural issue 
of Wingman Magazine! Our 
new publication is a window 

to the men and women of the Air Force 
Association and the broader Air Force 
community we serve. Wingman is the 
companion to Air Force Magazine, the 
standard of excellence for reporting on 
our Air Force.

Historically, a wingman has provided 
mutual support to the leader against 
an adversary. More recently, the term 
wingman has epitomized an airman who 
looks out for the emotional, mental, 
physical, and spiritual well-being of 
his or her fellow airmen. Carrying forth 
these metaphors, we want Wingman to 
provide mutual support, so to speak, 
to AFA and the Air Force. We want it 
to chronicle our efforts in advocating 
for aerospace power and aerospace 
education, educating the public about 
national security, and supporting the 
welfare of our Air Force family.

Wingman will inform and engage 
through interesting stories on the work 
of our members, volunteers, and chap-
ters, and the activities managed by our 
national office in Arlington, Va. The 
magazine will entertain with compel-
ling stories on notable airmen, spouses 
and families, veterans, retirees, high 
school and college cadets, and others.

You all are the driving force behind 
Wingman and your contributions will 
be the reason that Wingman succeeds. 

We don’t have a staff of professional 
writers for this magazine. Instead, you 
are its voice. Your articles and stories 
will fill the magazine’s pages.

This issue features Caitie Craumer’s 
heartfelt article on the heroic efforts of 
wounded airmen to heal physically and 
emotionally from their injuries. 

Craumer, AFA’s senior manager 
for Airmen and Family Programs, 
attended an adaptive sports camp for 
our wounded warriors in February in 
Las Vegas. She saw firsthand these air-
men’s daily struggles, witnessed their 
courage and resiliency, and saw how 
such athletic events help these airmen 
to bond with their fellow wounded 
warriors and re-integrate in society. 
Craumer shows why the Air Force 
Wounded Warrior program and AFA’s 
own Wounded Airman Program are so 
vital to supporting these individuals 
and why our support must never waver.

Engaging and diverse content fills the 
rest of the magazine. This includes an 
interview with AFA President Craig R. 
McKinley, an update on our Mitchell 
Institute for Aerospace Studies, and a 
story on our Central Florida Chapter’s 
special role supporting an Air Force 
Reserve Officer Training Corps detach-
ment. For our junior wingmen, we’ve 
even included a match-the-aircraft 
challenge at the back of the magazine!

Starting out, we plan to publish Wing-
man three times a year, with each issue 

arriving in your mailbox bundled with 
Air Force Magazine. The May issue ac-
companies Air Force Magazine’s annual 
almanac. Our next issue in September 
will be available for display with Air 
Force Magazine at our annual Air & 
Space Conference and Technology 
Exposition in Washington, D.C. After 
that, Wingman will appear again in 
early 2015, at which point the three-
times-per-year cycle will commence.

Whether you are new to AFA or a 
longtime friend, our hope is that you’ll 
take away something worthwhile from 
each issue. We want the magazine to 
inspire readers to join AFA and re-en-
ergize those who are already members. 
We want to recognize all of the great 
work done by AFA members to support 
the Air Force and Air Force people.

Like any endeavor, Wingman will 
continue to grow and get better over 
time. It took a tremendous effort to take 
this idea from concept to the glossy 
magazine now before you. We thank 
all of you for your support in making 
this happen.

We’re proud to present our inaugural 
issue and we are excited as we begin 
work on the next one. Feel free to 
drop us a line at wingman@afa.org. 
We are always open to new ideas and 
suggestions. 

See you again in September!        n
George K. Muellner is AFA’s Chair-

man of the Board.
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